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Shape solving fun with 
virtual tangrams
Shape solving fun with 
virtual tangrams
Activities for Students Ages 6 to 8

Susan Brooks-Young
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objectives
Students will work collaboratively with 
classmates using virtual tans to: 
⊹ Make geometric shapes using one or more virtual 

tans.
⊹ Complete tangram patterns with and without 

interior lines.
⊹ Share observations about how geometric shapes 

are used to create different patterns.
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Concrete Virtual

Both

• Multisensory
• Explore all angles 

of object
• Hands-on
• Development of 

fine and gross 
motor skills

• Additional 
flexibility & 
functionality

• Endless supply of 
multiple kinds

• Insights into 
students’ 
thinking

• Classroom 
management

• Concrete to 
abstract reasoning

• Real world to 
symbolism

• Critical thinking
• Student 

engagement
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A few strategies for using virtual 
manipulatives

⊹ Teacher demonstration tool
⊹ Help students explain their thinking
⊹ Create a virtual learning center
⊹ Possible home/school connection
⊹ Computation Thinking connection—

Decomposition
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Thanks!
Any questions?
You can reach me at:

⊹ sjbrooksyoung@gmail.com
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